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CAPE TOWN(

The bustling city of Cape Town sweeps down from the flat
top of Table Mountain to the Atlantic Ocean below, The
plant life in this area - scrubland known as ‘fynbos’ - is
one of the richest ecosystems in the world. The rooibos or
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‘red bush' plant, whose leaves are made into tea, is found on sad aevnd Trble Mountase, The Urben )
here. The city offers some incredible wildlife experiences Catacal Project tracks them s we can fearn Slacksaith

isi K H more about thewe elintve creatutes DOWNS ‘
both on land and at sea: visitors can dive with sharks, ¢ Nywieg

* » meet monkeys or encounter playful penguins. peennen essssansannnn h
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& UNESCD Mael2 Beritage Bite. It bas more
than 3,000 17 ferent plant types = that's
more than 10 all of Britain or Sev.Zoaland!

MONKEY MAYHEM

The nget vizible of Cape Tovn's
wil21ifo are ita chacma batoons.
There are about 100 of them 1n troope
acrosd Lo Cape, vith sone groupe
ccntatsing % 10 100 indtviualat
Irmalligent and oppertanistie,
tatoorns take food vhen they can gt it
But this ean bring them Lato conflset
Vit people. Thare are reports of thes
reiding houses, breaking 1at0 cars
And even nugging people for food,
Bowever, the suthorities ate vorking
hard vith a runber of Lrtorventions,
and edacating poople RoTe about'the
villife sround thes.
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Dubai is the largest city in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), perhaps best known for its incredible construction
projects: the 828m Burj Khalifa is the tallest building in
theworld, and the line has several man-made island

including some shaped like palm trees! With increasing
awareness of wildlife, projects are caring for the area’s

marine life, while on land there are some amazing places
to spot migrating birds,
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Huge flocks of Mamingos e ot
Ras A Khov an Oubal Creek, e is also
# grean place 16 spot spoonbills,
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Feople around the Arsbian Pentnsals
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hump asd 18 20 Josger found anyviwre L
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Magnificent frigatebird aings

This tropical seabird has a glistening back of Jet-black plumage,
but in summer it also develops a peculiar balloon-like throat sack.
An agile fiyer, it lives a life of piracy, regularly stealing fish

from other birds rather than hunting for itself!

Frigate birds can Long hooked ¥
spend all their days bill (A
soaring at heights of C'\/&

up to 2,500m.

clack

Frigatehirds are silent

The feathers are barely outside of their colonies.

waterproof so the birds
cannot sit on the see
for more then ¢ minute.

The inflateble gular sac is
¥oaeal only found in meles.
Its colour fades outside
the breeding season.

Females lay one eggg every

couple of yeors. It can take

up to @ yeor to reise ¢
single youngster.
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Blue—f_ooted booby

Sila nebols
oll& Nedouxii

This clumsy bird uses its sky-blue feet for the all-important job
of attracting a mate. Comically marching and Lifting its legs,

it performs lengthy courtship dances every year. Boobies also

use thelr big, clown-like feet to keep their eggs warm until they
hatch. The bluer a booby’s feet, the more attractive it will bel

Folding their wings behind
them, boobies can dive at nearly
100 km/h and plummet up to
25m under the water ofter fish.

Boobies feed on
schooling fish such es Peirs mate
anchovies, sardines for life.
and matkerel.

Boobies lift their
feet and spreed their
wings as part of their

courtship dence.

What's in a name?

Vibrant Hutto’ourl’ng ! The name Booby comes from |
" isagood indicator the Spanish word ‘Dobo’, |
g = e of a bird's physical meaning ‘clumsy’ or ‘clown’. |
= Lo 3 > condition. This refors to the bird's
= o Et | awkward motion on land.
31


http://www.belllomaxmoreton.co.uk/
mailto:paul@bell-lomax.co.uk
http://www.belllomaxmoreton.co.uk/

bell lomax moreton

Eurasian hoopoe

Named after the ‘oop oop’ call it makes, the hoopoe can often
be seen sunbathing in warmer parts of Europe, as well as in
Africa and as far east as Asia. It has an exotic appearance,
with its huge head crest and zebra-striped wings, but can
make a surprisingly powerful stench to ward off predators.

l{wP“’ only ,Nlrf.f'o’f
their wings after beating them,
Hoopoes streteh Crest raising so they have a wave-like flight
their heads back like a butterfly.
to sunbathe. &; o)
&\ Y L i]
&

”uopot: are munl_v
silent outside the

This sun-lol'ing bird can also ”"“Jf'"g AN

be seen taking dust baths.

The crest raises

up when the 'OOp
bird land: ~
”oopoﬂ nest in Sk °0‘>‘

rock cavities,
trees orcven

inside 'mﬂdingx.

A curved bill helps to
forage through vegetation
and dirt on the ground.

A T stink!

Hoopoes squirt an odour like

Loy Ve rotting meat from their preen
bt SOh gland. This keeps predators
! away from their nests, but
Hoopoes feed on e AT | also attracts insects which the |
grubs, beetles and e : hoopoes then feed on! :
sometimes frogs. B
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Cornmon kingfisher

Most people will only ever see a kingfisher as a flash of turquoise, whizzing past them
near rivers and lakes. This is because kingfishers move with incredible speed, diving
at over 80km/h as they plummet into the water to cateh a fish, Each bird has its own
small territory where it hunts, using its dagger-shaped bill to spear larger prey.

Kingﬁ:’ur: burrow into
riverbanks, or under trees,
makinghmnt’s towards
their nest chambers.

A third transparent
L. eyelid protects the
kingfisher's eyes when

it is underwater,

Nests get dirty quickly - the
adults even have to wash in
water to remove the filth!

Kingfishers hit their N
prey against a branch
to stun it, then .
swallow it whole.

Duringtouruhip. the
male presents !'ltf(malc

with a gift of fish.
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